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President’s Message
Good Morning Members!
     I would like to thank everyone that participated in the 32nd annual scholarship 
and fundraiser tournament.  Even though the turnout was lower than I would have 
liked, we were still able to raise some money for the scholarship.  For me, the staff 
at Canaan Valley Resort was exceptional and I hope that was the same for any-
one else who stayed at the Resort.  The golf course was in great shape.  Mo and 
his staff did an excellent job in preparing the course for the tournament.  The club 
house staff was also very helpful with our needs.
     The evening before the tournament the board met at the Hickory room for din-
ner.  The topic of the meeting was The Scholarship Tournament, this year’s confer-
ence and we also  voted to approve 4 scholarship winners.  
    Once again, I would like to thank all the vendors who participated in the event.  
With out their support we would not be able to have this fundraiser.  The Vendor 
partners program and the lunch sponsors are what made this function possible.
In closing, special thanks go out to the board members who help with the event.
Thank you, Tony Coppa
Superintendent at Oglebay Resort
Billy Casper Golf





Cool And Soggy
By David Oatis, agronomist, Northeast Region

April showers have become May showers this year, leaving courses throughout the Northeast Region wet and lush. If you 
recently made drainage improvements, you must be feeling good about that decision. However, if your rough mower isn’t 
working overtime you may still have aggravated golfers. Vigorous rough growth is often a problem during spring, but it will 
subside once warmer, drier weather arrives. Unfortunately, it feels like one of those years where cool spring weather will 
transition quickly to the heat of summer. That transition can be difficult for humans and turfgrass alike.

Disease - Cool-weather diseases such as brown ring patch and pink snow mold are active in some areas, as is anthracnose. 
With the recent rains, summer patch infections also may be brewing. These will become obvious once hot, dry weather 
arrives and the turf experiences stress. With a wet spring, it could be a tough year for summer patch.              

Insects - Annual bluegrass weevils (ABWs) are active, but the cool temperatures and abundant rainfall can mask their activ-
ity. Turf in low-stress growing conditions can tolerate more weevil activity without showing signs of damage than turf that 
is under stress. Don’t be caught by surprise and don’t make unnecessary insecticide applications. Scout intensively, especial-
ly if your course has a history of ABW activity.    

Ball Marks - Golfers make them and according to golf etiquette they should repair them. Many golfers claim that they fix 
two or three ball marks on every green; but based on the numbers of unrepaired ball marks most courses are experiencing 
these days, someone’s math is off. Unfortunately, many golfers repair ball marks improperly, only adding to the problem. 
Some instruction on ball mark repair may help and, if you want to drive home the importance of repairing ball marks, try 
this trick:

Put a white golf tee in the center of every unrepaired or poorly repaired ball mark on an especially damaged green. With the 
tees in the green, take a picture in the early morning or late afternoon when the sun angle is low – the effect will be shock-
ing. Post the image in the clubhouse or share it online and you’re sure to catch golfers’ attention.     

Mechanical Damage - In many areas, bentgrass still isn’t growing vigorously because of the cool temperatures. This makes 
bentgrass playing surfaces more vulnerable to mechanical damage. The added moisture from rainfall just amplifies the 
problem. Soft playing surfaces are very susceptible to wear injury, regardless of the turf species, so try to postpone mowing 
for a day or two when surfaces are saturated. Keep in mind that skipping mowing for a couple of days may require a slight 
increase in cutting heights to avoid scalping when mowing resumes. Limiting mechanical injury now will help prevent 
stress-related disease activity when warm weather arrives.  

Fertility - Courses with water quality and quantity issues should be in good shape for the start of summer. However, leach-
ing losses should be considered depending on how much rain your course has received. Low nitrogen fertility combined 
with above-average rainfall can leave your turf underfertilized, leading to poor wear tolerance and slow recovery. If ball 
marks are slow to heal at your course, low fertility could be part of the problem. Turf will likely exhibit a surge of growth 
once soil temperatures begin to increase, but it may run out of gas if fertility is low.

Weeds - Weed encroachment is often worst the year after a 
drought. Nutsedge and kyllinga both seem to be getting a strong 

start with the recent wet weather. Crabgrass is slow to emerge far-
ther north; but once temperatures warm, expect a flush of growth. 

If your course lost turf density due to drought or disease issues last 
year, anticipate higher-than-normal weed populations this year.                                                              

Cool weather and abundant moisture have cool-season 
roughs jumping. Lost golf balls, slow play and aggra-

vated golfers are common during these conditions.
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The Heat Is On
By Addison Barden, agronomist, Northeast Region

The cool and soggy conditions appear to be behind us after this week’s warm weather. Some cours-
es in the Northeast have welcomed the warmer weather, which boosted both bentgrass and bermu-
dagrass growth. Many golf facilities have reported above-average rounds and golfers have been 
very pleased with course conditioning.

Although conditions have been good from a playability perspective, the frequent rain during late 
May and early June combined with recent warm temperatures has created some challenges for golf 
course superintendents. Here are some special considerations given the recent weather:

 Frequent rain has increased the severity of ball marks on putting greens. The video, “How to 
Repair Ball Marks” is a great resource for educating golfers on the negative impacts of ball marks 
and the proper method for their repair. Furthermore, encourage golfers to take the Course Care Ball 
Mark Quiz to test their knowledge of ball marks and ball mark repair.

 Excessive rain has left many courses saturated, highlighting the need for drainage improve-
ments. Map drainage issues now, while conditions are wet, by taking pictures or using satellite 
images. This will ensure the correct location of future drainage improvements.

 A late spring Poa annua seedhead emergence has been observed throughout the Northeast. 
Even  facilities that experienced good seedhead suppression earlier this season are seeing an addi-
tional emergence. If the weather and turf conditions permit, some extra brushing or grooming may 
reduce the impact of seedheads on playing conditions. Next season leave a small, untreated check 
plot on a practice green to evaluate the effectiveness of seedhead suppression applications.

 Annual bluegrass weevil (ABW) damage has been minimal to date. However, warmer tem-
peratures will provide some of the first abiotic stress that low-cut turf has experienced this season, 
so ABW damage could become more apparent in the near future. Be sure to scout for ABW damage 
in high-traffic and traditional problem areas.
 
Hopefully favorable weather will allow golfers to continue enjoying great playing conditions. 
However, if temperatures and humidity continue to rise, implement practices that help mitigate 
summer stress.

Northeast Region Agronomists:
David A. Oatis, regional director – doatis@usga.org

James E. Skorulski, agronomist – jskorulski@usga.org
Elliott Dowling, agronomist – edowling@usga.org 
Addison Barden, agronomist – abarden@usga.org 

Paul Jacobs, agronomist – pjacobs@usga.org
Adam Moeller, director, Green Section Education – amoeller@usga.org 

Playing conditions have been great, but superintendents are ready 
to mitigate upcoming summer stress with tools like turf fans.



FairmountSantrol.com/BestSand8  •  800.255.7263

Best Sand has long been one of the best known names in golf maintenance.  

With the legendary quality and playability of our bunker sands, golf mixes,  

topdressing sand and construction mixes, it’s easy to see why. Now all the people 

and products of Best Sand have yet another club in their bag: the superior  

service and consistent support of the Fairmount Sports + Recreation team.  

And now more than ever, you’re the winner.

Best Sand.     Best selection. Best support.



32nd Annual Scholarship & Research Fundraiser Golf Tournament
Canaan Valley Resort - Davis, West Virginia

Results

1st place: Landscape Supply
2nd Place:  Walker Supply

3rd place: WVGA
Closest to the Hole winners:

Don Rose
Fred Swisher

Jeremy Cochran
Kenney Tenney

Longest drive: Frank Hewitt
Putting contest: Jason Hollen

Door Prizes:
Oglebay Trip- Nathan Marrow
Lakeview Trip- Eric Spurlock

Uniontown golf-  Bob Capranica
50/50 winner: Chris Mason



Used Parts for Lexco 300 & 500 Mowers
Contact Gale Taylor

Worthington Golf Club
304-428-4297

The 2017 WVGCSA Directory has been 
mailed. If you do not receive yours, please 

contact Amber Breed.



Team Walker Supply:  Jason McPhail, Frank Hewitt, Jason Hollen and Rick Catalogna

Team WVGA from Bridge Haven Golf Club: Sam Persinger, Danny Conner, Gerry Hildebrand and Don Goins


